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Getting Started

1. Introduction

AirHorn® is a Microsoft Windows XRprogram aplication
developed to address the increased demand to enhance operatior
realism for the alscalemodel railroad enthusiast. Using common
off-the-shelfhome computersr laptopsand common sound files
available from multiple sources, with the ability to record and use
custom recorded sound filesirHorn® can be used to play virtually
any model raiload soundn reattime to enhance the railroading
experience from aimple speaker set up around the laydubthing could be simpler!

A

w

Using soungerspective of where the sound is coming fasthe pointof-view of the
observer from some distandgrHo rn® adds a fully integrated sound system to a-free
lance or prototype railroad layout that is simple and economical to set up and use,
requiring a minimum of investment or technical knbaw. Simple and realistie Hear
what youdve been missing!

The following screen represents the basic sound schemssamglefiles included with
the installation oAirHorn® when first installed. Many more soundsip3format) are
available from the BSI download site.

- AirHorn 1.0 - Licensed to; LARRY TERRY =3

Exit  Help

Sound Scheme: |Basic_MF'3 v| [ Save l [ Delete ]

Summer Starm Jack Hamrmer

Mathan M3 Lang Defect Report Gaggle of Geese

“r'ard SwitchT hrow Loco Start |dle

Hancock Hormn HiE all R ail Clack. Diesel Fueling Car Coupling E

! © 2006 Microsoft Corporation
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2. Basic Features

- Scalable andustomizable, independeof railroad track or controAirHorn®
eliminates the hassle of complex wiring over/under the layout.

- Use for all model railroads, in all scales (Z, N, HO, O ande@ardless of
whether you are usingaditional analog (DC) block or DCébntrolplatforms.

- Preserga simple user interface without PC programming experience, letting
users enjoy the product and resulting experieiicgou can type a key, you can
use the program.

- Use of norproprietary sound files increases adaptability to multiple layout
applications and diversity of opeiais through widespread sharing of souadd
encourages sharing soundmp3 .wmaand raw.wavfile formats supported.

- Up to 20 sounds can be assigned and played from the user interface on the display
console, includig setting looped or continuous sound ougnd volumeon any
or all channels.

- Multiple channel sound capability to playback simultaneous sounds, evenon a 2
speaker systemrlakes advantage of 2.1, 4.1 5.1 and 6.1 speaker systems and
multiple Windows-conpatiblesound cards for scalable dimensioning of sound
and added realismith scalability

- Sounds can be individually controlled for volume and balanced between both
speakers or panned left and right or directed to multiple soundaraads
individual speakrs(if equipped).

- Userdefined and supplied sounds can be organized into groups or themes on the
di splay interface using a sounds-cape fis
defined key assignments, can be uniquely saved and called up as needed from the
display console, making operatiengented layouts even more realistieattime
and customizable for thadustry or operation modeled.

- Record your own sounds for a custom or prototypical experience or use the sound
schems included with the applicaticand from the web site. Many more sounds
are available from the Web.

- Sound clips can be pygayed in options panel before assignment.

- Virtually any key on keyboard/keypad or US#®ypad can be used to trigger
sounds of any duratianfrom seconds to minas or hours

- Multiple sound files can be assigned to play sequentially to one key. Files can be
played in any order or dynamically-oederedas part of the program

- Sounds continue to play in background regardless of what Windows applications
are runningn the foregroundso your PC can do mare
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Brinston Sound Image$BSI) provides support and current version release updates and
patches to the program via the web siteratw.brisntonsound.copwill be made

available regularly Registered users will be able to download new versions for modest
upgrade feesWatch for BSI news regularly by logging into the site and checking out
what is new.

3. System Requirements
Minimum
Operating System:Windows XP Home Edition
Processor:Intel Pentium I
Memory: 128VB
Hard Disk Drive: 2GB hard drive with at least 250Mif free space
Video: Any Windowscompatible video card
Sound: Any Windowscompatible sound card

Speakers:Selfpowered stereo speakers (at least 10W) or 2.1 spsgktem (includes
subwoofer)

Modem: an Internet Service Provider

Ideal

Operating System:Windows XP Professional Service Pack 2
Processor:Intel Pentium 4

Memory: 512MB

Hard Disk Drive: +40GB hard drive with at least 250Mibfree space
Video: Any Windowscompatible video card

Sound: Multiple Dolby 5.1 Windowscompatible sound cards
Speakers:Multiple Dolby 5.1 speaker systems (powered)

Broadband Internet Connection

USB: 1 or more USB 2.0 port(s) for-Keysexternal keystick or pad option

Copyright 2006-2007 Brinston Sound Images Version 1.0 Page7
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4. PC and Laptop Speaker Set Ups

a. Simple System Setup PC

Probably the simplest set up is to use the sound card that came with the PC. Even these
basic systems are capable of supporthsp@akers and a suoofer (recommended)
suggestedo reproduce those really delease tonefom running locos or thunderstorms

]

Line In
Mic In
Line Out
Rear Out

Joystick/MIDI

Subwoofer and/or center channel speakers are optional. Refer to the
installation manuals for your speakers and/or sound card for connection details.

b. Simple Setup with Laptop

Virtually al/|l | aptops have at | east a 1/ 80
the newer ones feature 5.1 sowudputs, making them ideal machines to dseand

systems \ith multiple speakersAlternatively, adding Dolby 5.1 PCMCIA or USB

supported sound cards to the laptop is quite easy and affordable.

Copyright 2006-2007 Brinston Sound Images Version 1.0 Page8
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2.15peaker
Setup

2-Speaker Setup

! & & |
— L T

;: “Line Out” or “Head Phones”

T

“Line Out” or “Head Phones”

Optional Sub-Woofer

c. Centrally Managed, Multi-site Sound with(4) Sound Cards in
One PC

For those that are comfortable with openinghgPC and have had some experience in
adding PCIExpansion cards may be interested in adding multipleGhpatible sound
cards to the |l ayout. Each sound card may

of controlled sounds to particular paofsthe layoutor to add more speakers on larger
layouts with centralized control.
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Yard Operations ]

Passenger
Station

———— - IIII.'
N Mill or Mine
F__ Operations

d. Distributed Layout ( Mu | t i p CoatrolPSgsies)

ScalingAirHomm® i s easy 1 f you hayv etoromcdopiesopthee PCO s
programor want to be close up to tletion when activating sounds mmeedscalability

beyond the 2Goundscheme capability provided by a single installatichirbforn® on

a machine As for the above system configuratiorC, @ach sound carelquipped PC

may be used i n @aséitbedeveha comtrolladesdunds o pairtioutar

parts of the layout or to add meospeakers on larger layouts.

Environmental Effects
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F Yard Operations PC Logging Operations

/ ---- - \ |
Environmental Tﬁ[ ﬁ_
Effects PC rﬂ L

5. Program Setup and Installation

Installation of the program is doneane ortwo parts, usingndividual setup files,

making upgrades easiand less time consuming. The order in which they are run is not
important. The first installer file contains tAg@Horn ® program, licensing information,
folder structurea basic sound scheme and a small sa@@leof available mp3sound

files for thecomputer. If you chose to download additional sound librarisscend
installer file contains thexpandedound files BSI recommends that the program be
installed first, followed by additional library installation(s)

Each gtup program will issua number of promptduring the installation process
Unless you have a reason to override the defaulssstrongly recommended that you
accept the installation default settingy clicking orpresing OK, Yes, or Next, as
appropriate

- Startyour WindowsXP® machine normally

- To installAirHorn® from a distribution CEROM, insert the CEROM into an
available CD or DVD drive. The autorun capabilitV@indows will start the
setup program. If it does not, selectBné opti on fr Stamt t he t as|
Menu and type:

D:\ AirHorn Setup
replecing D: with your CD-ROM drive.

- If you downloaded the program from the whixate the filAirHorn®
Setup.MSin the directory where you downloadeditd double click on (or press
Return) AirHorn® Setup

- The pogramis installable on any drivaNindows Program Filesir Horn and
My Documentgir Horn for the default folders) and uses less than 50Mb of disk
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spacefor the basic prograrand anywhere frorb0to 250MB depending on the

and install updates

Copyright 2006-2007 Brinston Sound Images

Version 1.0

Pagel2

guantity and formats of the sound §ldownloadedDon 6t change t he
settingsunless you have a good reason to doBuwee default path i€:\Program
Files\Brinston Sound Imagegir Horn\
- Follow the prompts in order to complete installatéomd chose to accept the
license agreemengtms
- At this time, the Windows XP installation on the machine may be updated to
include Microsoftinstaller 3.1 DirectX 9.0c and .NET support required by the
AirHorn ® program. The install time varies considerably from one machine to
the next and can l#s long as 20nin. Web access is not necessary for these
steps (but recommended) ancehoot may be requiredTh e me sReasge : 0
% Air Horn (Beta 0.6.1) Setup @ © Air Horn (Beta 0.6.1) Setup @

For the following components: For the following components:

-NET Framework 2.0 ‘Windows Installer 3.1

Please read the following license agreement. Press the page down key to Please read the following license agreement. Press the page down key to

see the rest of the agreement. see the rest of the agreement.

MICROSOFT SOFTWARE SUPPLEMENTAL LICENSE TERMS ~ SUPPLEMENTAL END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR ~

MICROSOFT .NET FRAMEWORK 2.0 q MICROSOFT SOFTWARE ["Supplemental ELILA") =]

MICROSOFT WINDOWS INSTALLER 2.0

MICROSOFT WINDOWS INSTALLER 3.1 IMPORTANT: READ CAREFULLY - The Microsoft operating system

Microsoft Corporation [or based on where you live, one of its affiliates) components accompanying this Supplemental EULA, including any

licenses this supplement to you. If you are licensed to use Microsoft "online"" or electronic documentation ['05 Components'] are subject

Windows operating system software (the "software"), you may use to the terms and conditions of the agreement under which you have

this supplement. You may not use it if you do not have a license for licensed the applicable Microsoft operating system product described

the software. You may use a copy of this supplement with each below [each an "End User License Agreement” or "EULA") and the

validly licensed copy of the software. v terms and conditions of this Supplemental EULA. BY INSTALLING, s

_E]J View ELILA for printing E’ View EULA for printing

Do you accept the terms of the pending Li Ag t? Do you accept the terms of the pending Li Ag t?

If you choose Don't Accept, install will close. To install you must accept If you choose Don't Accept, install will close. To install you must accept

this agreement. this agreement.

Accept | Don't Accept l

use Windows Update to check for any critical updates to the .NET
Framework.0 mayappeaa nd it 6 s al wa yialically cieckdod | d e a
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¥ Air Horn (Beta 0.6.1) Setup @

Setup must reboot before proceeding.

Choose "Yes' to reboot now or 'No' to manually reboot later.

Yes Mo

Component .MET Framework 2.0 requires a reboot before setup can continue.

The following components were successfully installed but a reboot is required:
- .NET Framework 2.0

The following components will install after reboot:
- Windows Installer 3.1

- Once the reboot has completed, the program will initiate the install.

ii5 Air Horn (Beta 0.6.1)

Welcome to the Air Horn (Beta 0.6.1) Setup
Wizard

The installer will guide you through the steps required ta install Air Horn [Beta 0.6.1) on your
computer.

WARNING: This computer program is protected by copyright law and intemational treaties.
Unauthorized duplication or distribution of this program, or any portion of it, may result in severe civil
or criminal penalties, and will be prosecuted to the maximum extent possible under the law.

Cancel l
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- Next, repeat the previous stepsldcateand activatehe file AirHorn® Sound
Schemes Setup.Mi8ilthe directory where you downloadeaiithe drive where
your CDROM is loaded The default path i€:\ProgramFiles\Brinston Sound
ImagesAirHorn Sound Schemes Setup

- Run the file by doublelicking on it or by selecting it and pressiRgturn.

- Once installation is complete clickahe Starmenu on the Windovi taskbar
and choos®rograms> Brinston Sound Images AirHorn to start the program.

- Upon first running the software, a splash screen will appear requesting input for
the license keydescribed below in the next chapter

)

~w Air Horn

Version 0.6 Build 2612

Copyright © Brinston Sound Images 2007
Registerd to: Morrisburg Model Railroad Club
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